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CROW TRIBAL COUNCIL
£.0. Box 400
Crow Agency, Montana 59022
Ph:406-638-3715, F:406-638-3881,3893 _
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Offce of the Chairman

May 27, 2002

Honorable Michael K. Powell, Chzinnen
Conumissioner Kathleen Q. Abermathy
Conmmissioner Michacl J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin

The Federal Communications Conunission
445 — 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chzirman Powell, Ladies aud Gentlemen:

As Chairman of the Crow Tribe of Indians from the State of Montana, I am
writing to reaffirm the Crow Tribe’s detcrmination to have Western Wircless develop a
wireless xelephonc system to provide residents of the Crow Reservation with affordable
telephone services. That is why the Crow Tribe enthursiastically supports Western
Wircless. The Crow Tribe fully supports the Western Wireless August 2000 Petition
seeking designation as an cligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC") for the Crow
Reservation. The Crow Tribe respectfully requests the FCC to immediately commence
excrcising its jurisdiction in this matter. As a domestic sovercign nation, we have
inhcrent powers to enter into a consensual, cormmercial relationship with Western
Wireless, free from interference by regulation from Montana's Public Service
Commission, (Montana PSC). We rwspectfully remind the Commission of the federal
trust relationship and the ensuring responsibilitics to deal directly with the Tnbe.

Crow tribal soversignty is preempted only by the federal government and never
by the State of Montana. The Crow Tribe Public Utility Commmission and the Crow
Tribal Council are fully prepared and Jegally empowered to do what is neccgsary to
eswablish a loca! loop wireless system for our reservation system and we want Western
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Western Wireless has deferred appropriately 1o our triba] sovereignty by
}'e:_zpcmdmg to our Yequest to make a business presentation to us and by entering into a2
oint Stz'uemcm of Im:gx‘est with our tribal Eovernment. Western Wireless has responded
?:Ppmp_na_tcly to our triba] attorneys and to our triba) officials. Iexpect no less from the
ommussion. Your Support, understanding and respect for our tribal sovereignty is

necessary,
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